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= 1. Initial trip under program funds of John Tait Milliken and 

HEAA Ryron eld Sherrill, air consultants TRS/i to Near Last 

NEP countries for purpose of study and consultation on local and 

HEAP regional civil aviation matters, calls for followin 

Ks schedule (approximate): 

i 2, varachi, Pakistan July 18-31 for survey and consultation ‘ith 
rission on domestic airlines, including Rast Pakistan. 


3. ‘Tehran, ran August 1-7, cxanination of carrier situation and 
needs. 


he ankara, Turkey August (-21, consul'ation on domestic pro,rar. 


10P 5. Beirut, Lebanon August 27@Zl, consultation on local and 
revional comercial air matters. 


OTHER AGENCY 


6, Jidda, Saudi Arabia August 252, consultation on Local needs 
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Mr, Rajai Al Hussaini 

Acting Deputy Minister of Communications 
Ministry of Communications 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Mr, Hussaini: 

Referring to your letter of July 5, 1954 (4/11/1373), 
concerning topographic maps and aerial photography taken by 
this Mission in Saudi Arabia, 

I take pleasure in handing you herewith three rolls of 
aerial photography taken in connection with the railway 
survey between Riyadh and Jidda, This is the only project 
in my Division for which aerial photography was necessary, 


vith kind regards, I an, 


Transportation and Communications 
Division 


Enclosure a/s 
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Ministry of Transportation and Communications 
Jeddah + Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 


July Sth, 1954 (4/11/1373) 


Director, Liaison Office for 
Technical Assistance 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

Greetings - 

The Roads and Bridges Service of this Ministry is in need of 
topographic maps for the survey and location of public roads in Saudi 
Arabia. We hope that you will provide us with copies of the aerial 
photography and the topographic maps which were prepared by the U.S, 


Foreign Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia. 


Acting Deputy Minister of Commnications 


/a/ Rajai Al Husseini 


Yah Molen 
/ Jidia, Saudi Arabla 

June 7,1954 
Subject:Visit of A.J.Van Dyke, Transportation Specialist (Highway 
Engineer) to Saudi Arabia for the purpose of discussing the futherance 
of the proposed highway program for this country, 

There is authorized for Samadi Arabia for the fiscal year 1954 
under the Special Economie Ald program an amount of $3,350,000, This 
amount 1s propesed for four types of projects.They are as folbows: 
l.Water Developement §2,000,000 
2,Harbor Developenent=Jizan Harbor $100,000 
3,Abha Dam Project $250,000 
4, AbhawTaif Road $1,000,000 

At this time there are under discussion with the Government of 
fiaudi Arabia agreements covering the BAPROFFPMAFHAAMHdAE projects, 
It 4s assumed that these agreements will be ratified and this report 
and recommendations are being Peased upon that assumption. 

Other than the single réad mentioned above the agreemant covers 
other roads, They are:Jidia-Gizan,Mecca-Taif,Taif-Abha,Riyadh@Al Kharj, 
and Riyadh=Dirlyah,The government of Saudi Arabia felt that it was 
necessary that in oder to properly develope the highway scheme it 
was necessary that this chaNge be made and that the roads mentioned 
be develoved,The mission agreed that this would be a more proper 
arrangement, 

Some work has been done on the water developement program in the 
way of exploratory wells but bhis is the only portion of the overall 
program that has gone forward at all,The agreements now under discussion 
will be the springboard for all the parts of the Economic Ald Program, 

Neither the Government of Saudi Arabia or the Foreign Operations 
Mission here has adequate personnel for Jesigning and supervising 


/ 2 
y the proposed program and it is essential that the staff be supplement 
f eed in sone AMOR so that the scheme as a whole goes forward in a 
' — papid and efficient manner, 

There do not exist in Saudi Arabia a sufficient number of trained 
engineers or those who are capable of being trained in a short while 
to properly handle the projects as WM? There is no college of 
any nature other# than thate as operated by private concerns for #ug 
training thétr own employees.The educational level of the entire country 
is very low and even to obtain people with a high school education to 
train for middle class positions is an extremely difficult matter, 

With the prospect of in&t&ating a very considerable program soon 





and with the shortage of supervisory personnel obvious it seems that 
probably the best method of properly handling the engineering aspects 

of obtaining field data,preparing plans and specifications, advertising 
for bids and supervising consbraction would be to utilize the facilities- 
of an engineering consulting firm.An @### established organization of 
this nature would have employees that would be capable of doing the 
necessary engineering work in the various fields of harbors,dams and 
roads,These specialized men would only have to spend the time in Saudi 
Arabia necessary to complete their phase of the work and a such would 

be far more economival than for the mission to obtain specialists in 
various fields who would probably feel they should be employed for a 

tim thas would justify their leaving othercpositions in the United 
States,Also their must be a sufficient time elapse to form an organizatlo 
spurchase supplies and equipment.From every view point it seems highikky 
advisable that a consulting firm be contacted with the idea of their 
group be employed to handle the harbor,dam and road portions of the 
developement program in Saudi Arabia, 


It is believed that there are a sufficient number of operators of 
eduipment available in Saudi Arabia to at 48 provide a training 
cadre for all the necessary opegators needed. MMe# O11 companys have gp 
opewated here that have had actual training schools, 

An interview with officials of the Aramco 011 Company brought forth 
the information that this company has trained operators of equipment 
fpr a period of twenty years and the officils advised that many were 
now available who were not working for the company at this time.These 
officials also advised that they had had great difficulty in training 
mechanics however so it would seem that repair of equipment would rest 
on foreign labor, 

The Aramco Company has built and maintains one road alone that 
parallels the Trans-Arabain Pipe Line fromSidon,Lebanon to Gaisumah, 
Saudi Arabia that has a length of approximately 700 miles.This road 
plus many others built in exploration and developement work in the oil 
fields places this company in# a position to state. with authority the 
possibilities of training the nationals of Saudi Arab&&.They state 
that the nationals are @## capable of becoming operators but verychard 
to make into repair men, 

The Aramco Company emphasized that it was necessary to standardize 
on equipment that may be brought here as it was difficult and expensive 
to maintain parts for a great variety of equipment.This feature should 
be carfully regarded and possibly lists of available equipment should 
be compiled Before new is purchased in order to correlate the new with 
the existing.It is not felt that any great amount of equipment will 
be required to be imported unless the procram is expanded at a later 
time, 

An interview with the Chief Engineer,Ministry of Communications, 





o is the Highway Engineer for Pa Ghverngant brought forth an 
agreement that undoubtably the best way to further the highway program 
was through the use of an engineering consukbing firm,It was thought 
that the duties of the firm employed should also include provisions 
for the developement of the Department of Public Works and the 
institution of a testing laboratory and training in this field, Thbse 
arrangements should be made when a firm is contracted for. 

It is believed that survey parties of the Department of Public Works 
should be trained by the consulting firm,It will be very difficult to 
develope design engineers and specification writers however unless 
engineers are trained who are working here that are not nationals, The 


Pagevdde} supply of nationals available for this type of trainkng is 
nil, 


ADD 0 FINST PARAGRAPE PAGE 5 


ewroview the program, It should be renewbered that the road 


Scheme way possibly be more deterulned by weasons rolitic than 
ocononde, 


It is believed essential that a certain fund be established for 
maintenance of the roads constructed under this program. The ¢onsulting 
firm should advise on this feature and also establish a training 


program that whll insure that the maintenance angle shall not be 
neglected, 


INSERT AS A SECOND PARAGRAPH 10 PacE g S 





It should be agreed with the consulting firm that training of 
nationals be a definite part of the duties,The Governemant of 

Saudi Arabia should supply counterparts for each of the engineers 
that the consultants bring to this country,In no instance should the 
firm members be in a peeition to be in direct change but act rather 
as advisors and consultants to the national who will be designated 


as the Supervisior,Engineer or any other similar title, 


“ | 

; 

| 
| 


7 as 

Tn addition to tho ag@iaY functions mentioned it should also be 4 
the duty of the consulting firm to advise with the Government of | 
Saudi Arabia and with the Mission regarding the overall highway | 
developement program and this study may result in it being sanesd that 
tho roads as set forth in the ggrecamht be supplosented or ohanged in 
gome manner, There has been considerable thought on this feature and it 
is believed that the pan as set forth is correct but the Consultants 
chowld ab least review the program, Me Add breve) 

> P&E OES that no hich type roads should be constructed ABAiKt 
under this program but rathor "phase construction" sould be adopted, 
No pavement should be planned or constructed until it 1s apparent 
that traffic WEEP developes that justifies this expehiiture,The loca 
and features such as grades and alignment should be about on a par 
Pelthothe secondary road system of the United states,Graded roads 
will suffice in most instances and only surface such as gravel or 
orushed reak being provided when natural soll conditions are such that 
Lt will not support traftie,Phase constriction’ts that which 18 adoq 
for the present and of such nature that the roadbed and other features 
may readily be expanded when the demand exbsts, 

It 4s recommended that as soon as the agreements now under 

discussion become legal that immediately an engineering consulting 
firm be contacted and contracted in order that this progam be not 


delayed, 
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Saudi Arabia 
June 8, 195) 


FROM: Jidda 


SUBJECT: Visit of A. J. Van Dyke, Transportation Specialist (Highway Engineer), 
to Saudi Arabia for the purpose'of discussing the furtherance of the 
proposed highway program for this country. 


There is authorized for Sadi Arabia for the fiscal year 195) under the 
Special Economic Aid program an amount of $3,350,000, This amount is pro- 
posed for four types of projects. They are as follows: 









1, Water Development $2,000,000 

2. Harbor Development - Gizan Harbor $100,000 (survey, design & construction) 
3, Abha Dam Project 250,000 " 

4. Abha-Taif Road 1,000,000 (engineering & lab equipment) 


At this time, project agreements, except that covering #1 above, have 
been agreed upon by the respective Ministries of Saudi Arabia and USOM. It 
is assumed that these agreements will be approved by the Council of Ministers 
during: its present session, and this report and recommendations are being 
based upon that assumption. 


Other than the single road mentioned above, the #l agreement covers 
other roads, They are as follows: Jidda-Gizan, Mecca-Taif, Taif-Abha, 
Riyadh-Al Kharj, and Riyadh-Diriyah., The Government of Saudi Arabia felt 
that in order to properly develop the highway scheme, it was necessary that 
this change be made and that the roads mentioned be developed, The Mission 
agreed that this would be a more proper arrangement. 


Quite a bit of work has been done on the water development program under 
Technical Assistance in the way of serial photography, compilation of maps 
and mosaics, ground geology, exploratory and production drilling, but this is 
the only: part of the over-all program that is comtemplated, The agreements 
#, wnder discussion, will be the springboard for all the parts of the 
Economic Aid Program, 
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Neither the Government of Saudi Arabia nor the Foreign Operations Mission 
here has adequate personnel for designing and supervising the proposed program 
and it is essential that the staff be supplemented in some way so that the 
scheme as a whole goes forward in a rapid and efficient manner, 


There do not exist in Saudi Arabia a sufficient number of trained 
engineers or those who are capable of being trained in a short while to 
properly handle the projects as proposed, There are no training centers of 
any nature other than those operated by private concerns for training their 
own employees, The educational level of the entire country is very low and 
even to obtain people with a high school education to train for middle class 
positions is an extremely difficult matter, 


With the prospect of initiating a very considerable program soon and with 
the shortage of supervisory personnel, it seems obvious that probably the best 
method of properly handling the engineering aspects of obtaining field data, 
preparing plans and specifications, advertising for bids and supervising 
construction would be to utilize the facilities of an engineering consulting 
firm. An established organization of this naiure would have employees that 
would be capable of doing the necessary engineering work in the various fields 
of harbors, dams, and roads. These specialized men would only have to spend 
the time in Saudi Arabia necessary to complete their phase of the work and as 
such, would be far more economical than for the mission to obtain specialists 
in various fields who would probably feel that they should be employed for a 
time that would justify their leaving other positions in the United States, 
Also, there must be a sufficient time lapse to form an organization, purchase 
supplies and equipment. From every viewpoint, it seems highly advisable that 
a consulting firm be contacted with the idea of their group being employed to 
handle the harbor, dam, and road portions of the development program in 
Saudi Arabia, 


It is believed that there are a sufficient number of operators of equip- 
ment available in Saudi Arabia to at least provide a training cadre for all 
the necessary operators needed, Oil companys have operated here that have 
had actual training schools. 


An interview with officials of the Aranco Oil Company brought forth 
the information that this company has trained operators of equipment for a 
period of twenty years and the officials advised that many were now available 
who were not working for the company at this time, These officials also 
advised that they had had great difficulty in training mechanics, however, 
so it would seem that repair of equipment would rest on foreign labor, 


The Aramco Company has built and maintains one road alone that parallels 
the Trans-Arabian Pipe Line from Sidon, Lebanon to Gaisumah, Saudi Arabia, 
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that has a length of approximately 700 miles, This road pls many others built 
in exploration and development work in the oil fields, places this company in 
a position to state with authority the possibilities of training the nationals 
of Saudi Arabia, They state that the nationals are capable of becoming 
operators but very hard to make into repair men. 


Aramco emphasized that it was necessary to standardize on equipment that 
may be brought here as it was difficult and expensive to maintain parts for 
a great variety of equipment. This feature should be carefully regarded and 
possibly lists of available equipment should be compiled before new equipment 
is purchased in order to correlate the new with the existing, It is not felt 
that any great amount of equipment will be reqired to be imported unless the 
program is expanded at a later time, 


An interview with the Chief Ingineer, Ministry of Commmications, who is 
the Highway Engineer for the Government, brought forth an agreement that 
the best way to further the highway program was through the use of an 
engineering consulting firm. It was thought that the duties of the firm 
employed should also include provisions for the development of the Department 
of Public Works and the institution of a testing laboratory and training in 
this field. These arrangements should be made when a firm is contracted for. 


It is believed that survey parties of the Department of Public Works 
should be trained by the consulting firm, It will be very difficult to 
develop design engineers and specification writers, however, wmless engineers 
are trained who are working here and are not nationals, The supply of 
nationals available for this type of training is nil. 


It is believed essential that a certain fund be established for main- 
tenance of the roads constructed under this program. The consulting firm 
should advise on this feature and also establish a training program that 
will insure that the maintenance angle shall not be neglected, 


In addition to the actual functions mentioned, it should also be the 
duty of the consulting firm to advise with the Government of Saudi Arabia 
and with the Mission regarding the oversall highway development program 
and this study may result in the finding that the roads as set forth in the 
agreement be supplemented or changed in some manner. There has been con- 
siderable thought on this feature and it is believed that the plan as set 
forth is correct but the consultants should at least review the program, It 
should be remembered that the road scheme may possibly be more determined by 
reasons political than economical, 


It should be agreed with the consulting firm that training of nationals 
be a definite part of the duties. The Government of Saudi Arabia should 
supply counterparts for each of the engineers that the consultants bring to 
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this country, In no instance should the firm members be in a position to be 
in direct charge, but rather act as advisors and consultants to the national 
who will be designated as the supervisor, engineer, or any similar title, 


It is felt that no high type roads should be constructed under this 
program but rather "phase construction" should be adopted, No pavement 
should be planned or constructed until it is apparent that traffic develop- 
ments justify this expenditure, The location and features such as grades 
and alighment should be about on a par with the secondary road system of the 
United States, Graded roads will suffice in most instances and only surface 
such as gravel or crushed rock being provided when natural soil conditions are 
such that it will not support traffic. Phase construction is that which is 
adequate for the present and of such nature that the roadbed and other 
features may readily be expanded when the demand exists. 


It is recommended that as soon as the agreements now under discussion 


become legal, an engineering consulting firm be contacted immediately in 
order that the program will not be delayed. 
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will arrive Jidde via arab Airways Wednesday, 
tS Aclle ‘eet md arrange accomodations. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
FEC CAs COOPERATION ABMHHS HEH OM 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 





10: Mr. Harland J. Corson, Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi arabia 
MOM: =—»«siB, F, Sdnclair, Chief fh 

Transportation and Communications Division 
SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report + May 195) 


Ramadan is with us this month and, naturally, during that 
period of time there is not much of anything accomplished in Saudi 
Arabia. 


I had two conferences with the representative of the Inter- 
national Telephone Equipment Co. of Chicago concerning automatic 
telephone systems for the cities of Riyadh, Medina, Taif, Mecca and 
Medina, 


Still waiting the outcome of the meeting of the Council of 
Ministers being held at Riyadh concerning the signing of our agree- 
ments. 





TELEGRan 





Ed Sinclair 

Poitit Four Offices 
Govenco Compound 
Jeddah 


Suzpest vou show Vanbyke Medina r@ad const 


ruction first day 


Pas ; 
then have him come here for conference wi th Ministry Come 







| Munications on »vronosed road vrogram, Fred Zahed here, 


Nive arrival time Vanlyke here so wa can meet him, 


Visa obtainable potocol office, 


Corson 


alt Yew by he 








May 23, 195% 


Mr, Sadek Husseini, Director 
ldaism Office for Technical Assistance 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Mr. Husseini: 


Wild you kindly arrange for a visa in the name of Mr, 
Alfred Van Dyke, Highway Engineer, Point IV, so that he may 
proceed from Jidda to Riyadh and return for the purpose of 
discussing a highway program with Prince Talal. 


Sincerely yours, 


Thelbert F, Taylor 
Bxecutive Officer 


TFlaylor;o 


CODE: 


" gocsTats 
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trobi 99 Dar Ba Salean 1) Salisbury 43 Leopoldville 93 
Lagos 43 Accra Sl, Dacar 55 


Alfred Yan Dyke departing PAA Number 100 for London 5/r2y 
holding open tlokets as follows: LON DAU DRY PAR BG) JED OAL 
WAL DAR BXB BBB GOL LVS SAL LYO LAG ACC MLW DPW LIS GRU PAR 
LOW SY IDbe Yan Dyke will require essistance in securing 
onward reservations. 
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Alfved van Dyce departing Pha wandar 100 for London 5/125 
holding open tlekets as follows: LON DAU BRU PAR BG) JED Ch] 
RAT DAR RXB £BD SOL IWS SAL LRO LAS ACC #LW DPW LIS BAD PAR 
LOW SUT 1D. Yan Dyee will require essletasce in seeuring 


onward resepvallonse 
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USO 33. Concur visit Vaudyike discuss highway problens. 
Appropriation 72/2019, allotmamt C<sOLL70, Udligation fo. 3) cover 
£200. 


iFlaylor 
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AODODDODOOTOICOOOTOIO TOO OOO, 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
dJidda 


MEMORANDUM March 31, 1954 


70 : Harland J, Corson, Director 


Transportation and Commmnications 
RE +: Monthly Report - March 1954 


FROM: &, F. Sinclair, Chief \ 


During the first week of this month, Mr, Albright, Engineer 
with the Civil Aeronautics Administration stationed at Beirut, was 
in Jidda for the purpose of discussing and looking over sites for 
the installation of Visual Omni Range equipment for the Jidda Airport, 


From November 11 to 22, pyr yr Rabon Aer F 


EFSinclair/pa 
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SBOCCOOOOOCONOOCCONIOOOOOOR 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
STDDA 


March 28, 1954. 


The following is a resume of recent trip fron Jidia to Gisan in con- 
nection with improvements to the present highway, and also necessary improve. 
ments to Gisan Harbor: 


The highway between Jidda and Lith is in fairly good condition, some- 
what wash>oardy, soft sand, ete. However, about 15 or kilometers north of 


certain times of the year, 
For the work between Jidda and Lith, a grader ani scraper to straighten 
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road 

Between Lith and Suk Bl Ahad, which letter point ic about 20 kilometers 

the road out of Lith, ie., there are two roads south 

th, one along the shore, which we were given to understand was not passable, 

and a 90-¢alled inland road, the latter one we took, This road is quite sandy 
bee 
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Between Wahla and Shukake the road is quite sandy and in spots it becomes 
quite deep, 


Between Shukake and Bl Darb the road is very rough and in several places 
See Se ee ony a Sa This could betaken care wi 
base, @ e 

Out of B1 Darb the road passes through several gardens 

tive vater connections, causing high hummocks in the road, These wou 
ve to be cut down by using pipe or other means, thus tending to make the road 
nore level, This same situation is found in passing through « few other 
villages enroute, 


The remainder of the road to Gisan is in fa rly good condition, somewhat 


is practiéelly surrounded by a sabakha , Consideration would have to be given 
Bee a he er le eae 
from the sea water as possible so that it could be in use the year round, 


GIZAN HARBOR: 


It is apparent that the water is very low in and near the so-called 
present dock facilities which necitates unloading to 0 
products on the backs of coolies, the water being that low in several spots, 
There were about 19 small sailing ships in the harbor and a number of them 
were on their side due to the low water, 

re was a small cement pier built some time ago, but it s present 
condition is such that it is absolutely worthless from an unloading standpoint, 


What is necessary here is that a survey be made by an experienced 
engincering firm to determine what improvements are deoned necessary at this 
ee ee ee a port of entry, 

It would be necessary first to take water soundings and then decide 
on the best spot available for building a pier and/or jetty to handle incoming 
and outgoing traffic, together with necessary bulkhead, buildings, ete, 

At the present there is a low bulkhead along a short portion of the 
waterfront which would have to be built up higher and possibly considerable 
fill would be necessary in making the approaches to the pier. 


EF, Sipleir 
Chief, Transportation am Communications 
Division, 


TVR 


<, Clasrefale , 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA et 


FECAL COR RR TION I HEE R E 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 





March 23, 195) 


Colonel A. D. Chaffin, Jr. 
Distrist Engineer, Middle Rast District 


Corps of Ingineers, U.S. Army 
13) Selara Esseidi 


Tripoli, Libya 
Dear Colonel Chaffin: 

This is to acknowledge receipt and to thank you for your 
letter of February 2jth which has just come to my attention due 


to the fact that I have been away on a field trip for the past 
fifteen days, 


We shall await with interest the test data and other informa- 
tion referred to in your letter, 


Thanking you for your continued kindness in this matter, 


I an, 
Sincerely yours, 
ky, J. Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Sadi drabla 
EFSinclair:o 


Ranh Bi BN i a Mo etl: tll ~~ - Sete aesiiese — 
Pete! Te, ee Sa eee eee ee ee 
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ADDRESS REPLY TO 


CORPS OF ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ENGINEER 


DISTRICT ENGINFER 


WIDOLE EAST DISTRICT MIDDLE EAST DISTRICT 
twoomeeemeet 134 SCIARA ESSEID! 
TRIPOLI, LIBYA TRIPOLI, LIBYA 
REFER TO FILE NO, MDMVE 24 February 1954 


Mr, Harland J, Corson, Director 
United States of America 

Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Mr, Corson: 


Reference is made to my letter of 6 February 1954 on the subject 
of "Plasmofalt", Information received by this office, as a result of 
correspondence with other engineer agencies, indicates that "Plasmofalt" 
is a product developed by Dr. George W. Rappleyea, Tropical Agricultural 
Research Laboratory, P, 0, Box 826, South Port, North Carolina, but 
will not be in complete production for at least six months, 


Informal information received indicates that "Plasmofalt" has 
passed all experimental tests conducted for Marine Corps and Navy 
agencies and has been successfully used as a paving material, wall 
surfacing and for building blocks, 


Test data and other available information has been requested from 
Dr, Rappleyea by our Rear Echelon Office in New York and copies thereof 
will be forwarded directly to your office immediately upon receipt, 


It is hoped that sufficient data will be forwarded for your in- 


Sincerely, 

fy? Vy ) 
- 0. La. C 
Colonel, CE 


District Engineer 


formation, 





O “Ne 








USA OPERATIONS MISSTON TO SAUDI ARABTA 
Anerfiean lnbassy = Jidda 


April 27, 1954 





T: Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 
UEA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabla 


PROM: © dard Fy Sinelete 
SURIECT: Monthly report = April 


Still waiting on advice of results of the meeting now being 
held at Riyadh by the Council of Ministers as to Agreements for 
this Division, 


Held two discussions with Fuad 4, Zshed, Chief Engineer, 
Ministry of Communications, regarding plane for work as and when 
Agreenents were signed, 


Discussion with representative of "hilips' Industries, 
Holland, regarding radio communication system for Saudi Arabia, 


Drew up Agreements covering ba to Gizan harbor, 
construction of Abha Dam and the construction of five main 
highways. 


Two discussions with representative of Internativnal Automatic 
Mectric lorp., Chicago, regarding automatic telephone for iiyadh, 
Medina. 


Neoca, and 


EFSinelair:mep 





Seeesesces wes SesSSSSSsSssssss 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy + Jidda 





February 16, 195k 


Colonel A, D, Chaffin, Jr. 

District Engineer, Middle fast District 
Corps of Engineers, U.S, Army 

13h Solara Hsseidi 


Tripoli, Libya 
Dear Colonel Chaffin: 


Thank you for your letter of February 6th concerning 
information on "Plasmofalt." 

Your liars th sebaaint for us data with respect to 
this product are indeed greatly appreciated, 


Sincerely yours, 





Harland J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabla 


HJCorson:0 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





SOOO CAO Mw 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 





March hy 1954 


MEMORANDUM TO; Harland J, Corson 
Country Director / 


FROM: E, F, Sinclair a 
Chief, Transportation and Communication Division O 


SUBJECT; Monthly docgren Sumary - February 195), 


The first half of the month, February lst to 15th, was spent on 
an inspection trip of the old Hejaz Railroad from Medina to Ma'an, 
Jordan, and thence on to Amam, Jordan and Damascus, Syria, at which 
point a couple of days were spent in writing our report and turning 
same over to the Chairman of the Joint Committee for the Rehailitation 
of the Hejaz Railroad, comprised of two members from Syria, Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia. Our inspection team included engineers of the 
Saudi Arabian and Syrian Governments, 


I was also in Beirut for three days discussing the installation 
of the Visual Omni Range air navigation facility at the Jidda airport. 
Also, had Mr, K, Albright, Civil Aviation Administration engineer in 
Jidda going over the location for this facility at the airport. 


JOHN A.W. LUDOLPHI - BREMEN 


E.F. Sinclair Esq., 


U.S.A, Technical Cooperation TELEPHONE: 208 
Administration, CABLES: sents 7 


TELEWRITER: 024 587 


c/o American Embassy, 
Jidda (Sadi-Arabia) 





BREMEN, 2nd March 1954 


OUR REF YOUR REF P.O.B8. 1104, AM MARKT 18 


Le/glh 


Dear Sir : 


We herewith beg to confim our yesterday's 
telegram drawn up as follows: 
GENERATORSET 200 KW 60 CYCIES 720 RPM HIGHEST QUALITY 
CIF TWENTYFIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS DELIVERY THREE MONTHS 
AIRMAIL SPECIFICATIONS REGARDS JONAW --- 


regarding 9 ameittached please find detailed offer 


We hope that the described generator set 
meets your requirements and hope i that it will be possible 
e 


for you to honor us with your esteemed order. 


We are, dear Sir, with compliments, 


Jou faithfully, 


(o 


JOHN A. W. LUDOLPHI - BREMEN 


IMPORT - EXPORT 
Telephone: 20656/58 
Cable-address: Jonaw 
Telewriter: 024 587 luku brm 
Bankers: 
Norddeutsche Bank A.G,, Bremen 
Martens & Weyhausen, Bremen 


Preisliste | Price List | Lista de Precio Solel oat asedek 


Bentley's 2nd Edition 





Acme Code 


BREMEN, 2nd March 1954 
P, O, B, 1104, Am Markt 18 





Ref. No... 


Artikel 


Article To: United States of America Technical Cooperation 
sce Aiministration, 

Bedingungen 

Terms Jidda (Sadi Arabia) 





condiciones 
Lieferzeit 
Delivery 


plazo de entrega §~=6ssges «Ss One «200 KW SIBNAG Diesel Generating Set, 
220/380 Volts, 231/400 Volts respectively, 


Zahlung 





Payment 60 cycles, 720 rpm. 

pago 

a We beg to offer you - without engagement: 

a 1) Prime-mover:  MWM BENZ PATENT fur-stroke Diesel 





engine, vertival design, 
Type ‘TRH 526 A, eight cylinders in 


’ 
output: 360 HP at 720 xpm 
Scope of delivery: 
Engine ready mounted for operation 
with lighting flywheel, | 
injection pumps with precision 
governor, injection nozzles, ; 
special cooling-water pump in bronze, 
fuel tank and fuel duplex-filter, 
oil-bath air cleaner, 
oil cooling, 
compressed-air starting device inch 
alr receiver and accessozes, 
forceefeed lubrication by toothed- 
wheel pump, 
duplex lube-oil filter, 
1 set of normal tools and spares, 
1 elastical coupling for direct 
connection with 


2) Alternator: CONZ/REM Synchron AC Threephase 
Generator , 

rated output : 200 KW = 250 kVA, 
power factor : cos phi = 0,8, 
tension: 220/380 Volts, 231/400 resp 
frequency: 60 cycles a 
speed: 720 rpm u 
design: 83, with shunt governor and 
incorporated exciter, tropical 
insulation 











= ar 


Offer to USA Technical Cooperation Admin., 2nd Mar 1954 


Nr. VI/ 752 





3) Assembly: the whole set ready mounted on a common base- 
plate for taking up the diesel-engine and the 
generator, 

4) Switch-panel: a complete switch-panel for wall-mounting 
in universal frame-work with all necessary 
instruments, apparatus and fuses, in full 
equipment with wire assembly. 


Grosseweight : approximately 17000 kg 
Measurement: 22 ebm 


Time of delivery: within three months after order, fob Bremen 


Price: Seaworthy packed, c.i.f. Jidda: 25.000, -= 


(TWENTY-FIVE THOUSANDS DOLLARS U.S.) 


Payment: on same basis of former deliveries. 


In the same soet of delivery and at the same conditions and 
price, we can offer a Generator set comprising 


a( prime mover: A DEUTZ-Diesel engine 330 HP at 
600 rpm, with 


b) alternator: A corresponding CONZ-REM Generator 
We hold ourselves at your disposal for furnishing any 
complementary details and have the honor to be, dear Sirs, 


Yours /fdithfully, 
JOHN A.W. LUROLPHI 


/ — 


UL 


TELEGRAM nisin. 





OUTGOING 
Lawl Ty 
CHARGE: Classification Control: % 


DATE: P@te 25, 1954 
TO) Amivbessy, beirut 


far wen fram ‘inelair, 


fold eff casing  Jidde until later am, 


es 
~ 


iMagler 
Pinelair ss / 


WCIASEIP TED 


assification 2 U, 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1082 - 220210 


ror 





USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy + Jidda 


February 16, 195) 


Colonel A, D, Chaffin, JY. 
District Engineer, Middle Rast District 


Corps of Engineers, U.S, Army 
13h Seiara Reseidi 
Tripoli, Libya 


Dear Colonel Chaffin: 


Thank you for your letter of February 6th concerning 
information on "Plasmofalt." 
ng TOES Bn, 
Your efforts in obtaining for us data with respect to 
this product are indeed greatly appreciated, 


Sincerely yours, 


Ve, J. Corson, Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


HJCorson;0 


TEL 


bes scedbenersuevscceeseses deve cd 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION 10 SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


February ly, 195k. 


MEMORANDUM 10: Mr» Harland J. Corson, 
Director, 


FROM: 2, F, Sinclair, Chief, Transportation md 
Communications Nivision, 


RE: Inspection trip of Old Hejaz Railroad, 


On Saturday, January 30th, the following party left Medina vie 
motor truck enroute to Na'an, Jordan, for the purpose of inspecting the 
old Hejas Railroad: 


Mir, Fred Ae Zahed, Chief Engineer, Ministry of Commnications, 
Saudi Arabia, 
Mr. C, T, Warren, Chief Engineer, Saudi Government Railroad, 


Dammam. 

Mr. G. B, Buck, Consulting Engineer, Beirut, Lebanon, 

Mr, Bedia Oulaby, Engineer, Syrian Government, Danascus. 

Dr, Glen Brom, Chief, Natural Resources Division, Point IV, 
Jidda, 

Mr, E, F, Sinclair, Chief, Transportation and Communications 
Division, Point IV, Jidda, 


The party arrived in Ma'an on the evening of February 6th, after 


the old line in such good condition insofar as rail, ties and other track 
ma and buildings were concerned, Also, the roadbed, although it will 
all have to be worked and realigned, has stood up very well in view of its 


4 
& 
2 
B 


of water through the right~of-way. ‘The entire line will have to be reworked, 
aligned, new ballast, etc., and 2,800,000 cubic yards of fill will also be 
necessary, as well as nev rail, ties track material, etc, ‘he corrosion 


The station buildings, etc., are in good condition, particularly 





apparent that the Jordan end of line is where General Lawrence did most of the 
damage by blowing up practically everything in site along the line, 


We were met in Ma'an by the Chief Inspector of the Jordan State Railways 
on the evening of February 6th and spent the night there in Petra Hotel, 
next morning, February 7th, we left Ma'an via gasoline inspection car for 
arriving there at 3,0 P.M., where we were met by the Under Secretary of 
Ministry of Communications for Jordan, Director General of the Railroads and 
several others, with whom we discussed the highlights of our trip, the following 
day, February bth, we called on the Saudi Arabian Ambassador, USA Ambassador, 
Under Secretary of the Ministry of Communications and Point IV officials for the 
purpose of discussing the trip, 

It was very apparent from our conversations that all are very deeply cone 
cerned with this project and would like very much to have the railroad rehabili- 


tated, 

We left Amman via the same gasoline inspection car at 8,00 A.M. on February 
9th and in Damascus at 1,00 P.M,, where we were met by the Minister of Agricul- 
ture, who is also Manager of the Syrian State Railways, Deputy Minister of Com 
mmications and others of the Syrian Government, The remainder of the afternoon 
was used up in a general discussion of our trip, The following day we made 
official calls on the Saudi Arabian Ambassador, USA Ambassador, Minister of 
Commnications,Minister of Public Works, Director General of Transportation 
and also to the office of the President of Syria, At all the meetings the main 
subject of discussion was our trip across the desert and the condition of the 


railroad. 
In between times we got back to our hotel and started in our report of the 


trip which was to be the subject of a meting with the Manager of the Railroads 
on the afternoon of February 10th, On February llth the report was further dis- 
cussed and we were then invited to a luncheon at Club deOrient by the Minister of 


Public Works and his staff, 
We left Damascus on February llth via taxi at 3,15 P.M, for Beirut. 


We found the same feeling in Damascus with respect to the rehabilitation 
of the railroad as we had found in Amman, lveryone was desirous of having the 


line placed in operation, 
In owt report we placed the cost of rehabilitation at approximately 


0,000,000 Syrian pounds, or in the neighborhood of $11,500,000 to $12,000,000, 
depending greatly upon the number of drainage structures it will be required 
te construct along the line, 


I have given considerable thought to the rehabilitation of this railo ad 
while on the trip and wish to make the following comment; 


As you and every one else knows, our Government's relations with the Arab 
world are not what you would call "real ", It has therefore occurred to me 
j= feline ogy php ar geagps on ay » our Government might 

a 
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY 


—_ 


ADDRESS REPLY To OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ENGINEER 
pclae ngoselanm MIDDLE EAST DISTRICT 
ek a eee «6 134 SCIARA ESSEIDI 
TRIPOLI, LIBYA TRIPOLI, LIBYA 
never to rice xo. MOMVE , ra 6 February 1954 


Mr. Harland J. Corson, Director 
United States of America 

Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
Jidda, Seudi Arabia 


Dear Mr. Corson: 


I regret that we have no data whatsoever on "Plasmofalt" 
nor can we develop any information on the product here in Tripoli, 
We have, however, dispatched radios to other engineer agencies 
requesting their assistance and will be only too happy to advise - 
you of our findings as soon as we receive replies, 


It is a pleasure to be of service to you and I appreciate 
Colonel Glezer recommending us to you, Please be sure we will do 
our best to give you aid, 


Sincerely, 


i 


Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
tk j District Engineer 


/ 





6 February 1954 


Dear Mr. Corsons 


Ae De CHAFFIN, Jie 


Colonel, Corps of ingineers 
District Engineer 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Adda 


Jamary 29, 1954. 


Dear Abdul Asis: 


Referring to your letter of Jamary 9th (4/5/73) addressed to the 
Director of our ldasion Office, in connection with technical and economical 
assistance vhich this mission is in a position to furnish the Ministry of 
Communications! 


1, In connection with the construction of highways and railways, we 


for the construction of highways, We do not have any money in our budget for 
construction of any Kind, Furthermore, none of the money allocated to this 
Mission is to be used in construction work in any of the other Divisions of 
this Mission, te., Agriculture, Natural Resources, Health and Sanitation, ete, 
We have been instructed by Washington that this Mission, or any of the other 
sinilar Missions operating in foreign countries, are in no sense "give away", 
teh Kavtend toehudeal enclstenee Misstone tnvefer 20 constoustlen wok fe 
concerned, 

3, We shal) be glad to assist the Ministry in connection with tele- 
phone and wireless communications in the same manner as set forth under 
paragraph 1 above, ie., we have already started the recruitment of a tele- 
phonic construction engineer in the States, and upon his arrival here he shall 


B, F, Sinclair, 
Chief, Transportation and Commmications 
\\e- Division, 


Mr, Abdul Ais Bin Muammar, 
Deputy Minister of Communications, 


ots ib 





Ministry of Communications 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 


Jamary 9, 195), 
(1/5/73) 


Director, 
Liaison Office for Technical Assistance, 


Greetings, 


We would be obliged if you contact the Director of U,S.0.M. 
to inquire about the following: 


1. ‘The Yechnical and economical assistance that could be pro- 
vided by the Mission to the l{inistry of Commnications for this current 
year and the following years, particularly with reference to construc- 
tion of roads and railways. 


2. Is the Mission prepared to dawees the sum of 35 - 0 million 
dollars for the construction of roads end what are the conditions for 
such assistance? 


3. What technical and economical. assistance can be provided by 
the Mission to the Ministry of Communications for the improvement of 
both wire and wireless communication in the country? 


This memorandum is written according to the instructions of 
H.R.H. Prince Talal, Minister of Communications, H.R.H. is interested 
in getting such information as quickly as possible for H.R.H. is think- 
ing of the five year plan which aims to improve commnication. 


Deputy Minister of Communications 


/s/ abdul Aziz Bin Muammar 





TELEGRAM .3"2 





OUTGOING 
—_ SRST 
CHARGE: Classification Control: 
Aninbassy, Jeirut DATE: Jats 22, 195k 


Would Like to have you come Jidda for Conference YOR, Advise RA, 


WADSWORTH 





mane — a 
® U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1952 - 220210 
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WA CPBRATIONS MISSTON TO SAUDI ARABIA 
didda 


Jomary a, 195L6 


Dear Colone) Chaffin: 


At the sugrostion of Colonel Gleser, USAF at Dharahn, ve are 
writing to you for information concerning the highway product "Plasrofalt", 


Inasmuch as cur FY-1954 budget has now been approved, we are 
wost anxious to discuss a road building program with the Saudi Arabian 
Goverment, Ministry of Transportation and Comundoations, based on using 
the plasmofalt bunker ¢ fuel oil-crushed rock mixture, 


Wo shall appreciate receiving al) information you may have avail~ 
able covering thie product, ie,, specifications for the various mixes for 
which this product may be used, durability under the extreue heat we om 
counter here, ac well as any weight resistance table in connection with 
highway or building constraction, 

Thanking you in advance for your ccoperation in this matter, I am, 


Very truly yours, 
sda, Corson, 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to faudi Arabia, 


Colore] Andrey D, Chaffin, 
~— Bast District, 
ted States Army Engineer Corps 
poli, lybia, ; 


PRC OMT) 





Sresassssssssssesssszsssresesee 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION 1 SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


January 3, 195) 


Mr. Robert J. Portner 

Combined Materials Branch 
Industry Division 

Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D, C. 


Dear Mr, Portner: 


We again refer to your letter dated October 1 last relative to 
the use of plasmofalt,. 


We had hoped that by this time we would have your reply to the 
information which we requested in our letters to you dated October 13 
and October 27 regarding the use of the aboveementioned product in 
Saudi Arabia, As our FY¥=195) budget has been approved and covering 
allotment of funds received, we are most anxious to discuss a road 
building program with the Saudi Arabian Government ~ Ministry of 
Transportation and Commnications + based on using the plasmofalt- 
bunker ( fuel oilecrushed rock mixture, 


We will appreciate your replying to our aboveementioned letters 
at your earliest convenience, 





Very truly yours, 


Harland J. Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


HdCorson:0 


Ss 
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Very truly yours, 


~~ 


U.S, OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 
etober 13th 
unit you 
detailed 
most useful, 
expedited 
possible, 
al, 1.@o, how 
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U.S, OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidde 


Ostober 13, 1953 


Washington 25, D, ©, 
Dear Mr, Portner: 


This will acknowledge receipt of, and thenk you for, your very 


interesting letter of October 1 addressed to Mr, John A, Dunaway, 
Acting Director, which we received at this office teday, concerning the 


Harland J, Corson 


Director, U.5, Operations Mission 
to Saudi Arabia 


HPSinelair/djh 


FOREIPOPERATIONS ADMINISTRAMRON 
Washington 25, D.C. 





October 1, 1953 


AIR POUCH 


Mr. John A, Dunaway 
Acting Director of Technical Cooperation 
c/o American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Mr. Dunaway: 


It has been suggested that your attention be drawn to a new product 
the attributes of which seem to be completely consistent with the requirements 
of a housing and highway building program in Seudi Arabia. This product, called 
Plasmofalt, was developed under a Marine Corps contract, which called for the 
rapid "stabilization of sand to enable equipment to be put ashore in the case of 
beach landings in the quickest possible time. 


The nature of beach sand had previously defied fast stabilization, 
but according to the report in hand plus é verbal opinion from an engineering 
officer of the Merine Corps, the task is now accomplishede 


The interesting feature for any housing or highway project contemplated 
is the cost. Upwards of ninety per cent of the raw materials needed exist in 
Saudi Arabia.e For example, to make an asphalt for highways the mixture would con= 
sist of one 00 lb. barrel of plasmofalt concentrate (at a cost of about $25,00) 
to twenty barrels of bunker C fuel oil (available at any port in Seudi Arabia) 
and thirty=five tons of crushed rocks The mixing can be done on the spot with 
machinery presently in Saudi Arabia, and easily adapted to the purpose. The 
cost of course is minimized by the fact that freight charges are almost nil by 
comarison with the shipping of finished asphalt, 


Similerly this mterial, in a slightly different form, can be used to 
stabilize, waterproof, fireproof, and ratproof adobe bricks. It can serve the 
same purpose as a spray (composed by clay or md, any fibrous mterial, end 
Plesmofalt) on thatch, or mtting curtain walls. Plasmofalt can also be used for 
flooring, being merely trowelled on a smoothed out dirt floor and tamped or rolled. 


The simplicity of application of this material would enable any house- 
holder in Saudi Arabia to rebuild his house by himself efter receiving instruction 
lasting only an hour or two. The cost of each house or highway in terms of dollar 
cost of imports would be such, in our opinion, that funds allocated for such pur= 
poses would stretch mch further than if spent on usual methods. 


Wy 


Oo ow 


If further information on the above would be of interest to the 
Mission, we shall be glad to forward it immediately. 


Sincerely yours, 


(sd fod 


Robert J. Portner 
Combined Materials Branch 
Industry Division 


Cour DENTAL Pike | 


Peep vonvveveresnveneeeepenen| 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Sadi Arable 


MEMORANDUM September 29, 1953 


10s Mr. John A, Dunaway, Acting U. 8, Director of 
Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


PRM:  &, F, Sinclair 
Chief, Transportation & Communications Div. 


SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report - September 1953 


On September 17th, Mr, Dunaway, the Acting Director, and I conferred 
with Prince Talall, newly appointed Minister of Transportation and 


reference to the TCA program. 


The Minister was critical of the expenditure for the railway survey 
and expressed the opinion that the proposed railway wes economically 
unsound and should not be built, and that instead the money should be 
improved highways. Mr, Dunaway remarked that the survey was 
undertaken by TCA at the request of SAG, and that this did not necessarily 
of the road from the economic standpoint. 


: 


Mr, Dunaway explained to the Prince that under our proposed budget 

no money allocated for any specific transportation or commni~ 
but that there was one proposed project - Visual Omni 

Range equipment for possible installation at the Jidda Airport ~ which 


to him and 
was eager to learn all he could about vhat we were able to do in assisting 
the new Ministry, and stated that he would like very mch for us to get 


a 
? rape 


“2 


Monthly Activity Report - Sept. 1953 
Transportation & Communications Div. 


The Prince had in mind a considerable highway program, plus telephone 
communications and radio communications. 


His Highness agreed to the suggestion that it would simplify 10A/SA 
dealings with the SAG if the separation of functions between the Ministry 
of Finance, which formerly included transportation and communications, 
were Clearly defined in an official communication. 


EFSinclair/djh 


‘ ree 
Y 


Memorandum of Conference 
with HRH Prince Talal, 
Minister of Transportation and Communications 


September 17, 1953 


September 18, 1953 


Yesterday morning Fuad Najjar, our SAG Acting Liaison Director, 
informed me that His Royal Highness Prince Talall, the newly appointed 
Minister of Transportation and Commmnications, desired to see me at 
7:00 P.M. that evening, I informed Mr, Najjar that I would be very 
pleased to meet with the Prince, and also informed him that I wished 
to have Mr, Sinclair, Chief of our Transportation and Communications 
Division, come along with me. 


At the appointed hour Messrs, Najjar, Sinclair and myself called 
on Prince Talall and we spent the next hour and forty-five minutes 
discussing the general problems in connection with transportation and 
communication matters coming under the jurisdiction of the Prince, 

I explained to him that in our present Budget there was no money allo- 
cated for any specific transportation or communication projects that 
came under his Department, but that there was one project of the Visual 
Omi Range equipment for possible installation at Jidda airport coming 
under the Department of Defense. 


I further discussed the subject ot the proposed allocation of money 
from a special appropriation to Middle East countries for the purpose of 
economic development, aside from TCA, stating that Mr, Jones and myself 
had discussed the whole matter with the Finance Minister and that the 
latter had given to us a list of about twenty-five projects the Saudi 
Government was very anxious to initiate, However, I further explained 
to the Prince that there would not be sufficient money allocated to 
Saudi Arabia to take care of all the items on the list submitted by the 
Finance Minister, but it was understood that the water development ~ 
well drilling, etc. -, highway from Taif to Abha, improvements to certain 
airports, etc., would probably be handled in the order mentioned, also 
improvements to harbor facilities at Gizan, 


I also informed the Prince of the request made by the Finance Min- 
ister for a merchant marine expert to come out and make a study of the 
possibility of organizing and operating a merchant marine fleet, inasmuch 
as I felt the matter would ultimately come under his jurisdiction, 


Prince Talall was most receptive of the information which we im- 
parted to him and was eager to learn all he cald about what we were 
able to do in assisting him in his new Ministry. He would like very 
mich for us to get over here our engineers for highway construction 
and telephone commmications, both of which projects seemed to interest 


4 @ .:.- & 


him very much, even to the extent of his mentioning that perhaps the 
expert on merchant marine could be held up for a time until the afore- 
mentioned engineers had been recruited and on their way. 


He stated that insofar as building the railroad from Riyadh to Jidda 
was concerned, he felt that it was not economically sound to put so mch 
money in this particular project at this time, based on the return on 
the investment, and that this money could be used to better advantage in 
constructing highways, telephone and other types of commnication, improve- 
ments to shipping facilities, etc., and in this way build up the general 
economic structure of the country mch faster and to a greater extent than 
the building of the railroad, He asked our opinion on this matter and I 
said that I was not personally convinced that the project is economically 
feasible but that this opinion was not based on an intensive economic 
survey. However, I informed him that we had, at the request of the Gov~ 
ernment, agreed to make the railway survey and that this did not neces- 
sarily imply judgment on its economic feasibility. 


He also inquired about the vocational school which is being operated 
by the railroad at Dammam, and I informed him that this matter is under 
Dr, Dolley, our Chief of the Education Division, and that I wald have 
Dr. Dolley call on him for the purpose of giving whatever information he 
desired, 


Prince Talall in the course of our conversation informed us that he 
had suspended all work by Bin Ladin, the local contractor, who took over 
the building of the Medina highway after the Ward Company closed out, 

Bin Ladin was also to make improvements on the Gizan highway, the highway 
from Taif to Mecca and several other construction jobs, The Prince stated 
that when Bin Ladin started a job he never had any plans of what he was 
going to do and this type of work was costing the Government about double 
or more what it should cost, and that he had decided to have such matters 


set up in a more systematic manner, 


The Prince also stated as soon as things were straightened out with 
the Finance Minister that all matters pertaining to transportation and 
communications would be handled direct with him and not through the office 


of the Finance Minister, 


He asked me if Mr, Sinclair would be available at any time he wished 
to discuss matters concerning his Department, and I informed the Prince 
that at the present time Mr, Sinclair was assisting in the administration 
of TCA here, but that would not interfere in any way and that we would be 
glad to have him call on Mr, Sinclair at any time he desired to do 80, 


Throughout the whole discussion His Royal Highness seemed very aggres- 
sive and anxious to get all the information possible and get things 
started, I am certain that we can be of great assistance to him in his 


varied endeavors, 
hy a | ecu | 


‘ohn A. Dunaway 
Acting U. S. Director of Technical 
Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 





AA 
Tidda, Saudi Arable MY 
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Decenber 17, be 


FROM: Dr. Senmel S, Stratton 
RE: Railway Survey 


The attached is for informational purposes only, You 
will be notified if additional information is forthcoming. 


corr 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Anerican Enbessy, 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 
MEMORANDUM December 9, 1952. 
10: t Dr, Stratton, TA 


FROM: : Ambassador 
SUBJECT : Railway Project Agreement 


have on the subject, 


= 
letter dated Dec, 1, 1952. 
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Fidda, December 1, 1952. 


we "Stl Abate Skdainn, 


Minister of Finance, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 


Greetings: 


With reference to the letter dated Safar 23, 1372 - November 11, 
1952 ~ fran Your Excellency concerning interpretation of Article 3, 
Sections 2 and 3 of the Railway Project Agreement, it is my pleasure to 
submit the following in clarification of our mtual understanding. 


Article 3 of the agreement sets forth the contribution of the 
two Goverrments as follows: 


In addition to such services as may be rendered at the expense of 
the Government of the United States for surveying the physical resources 
along the route of the proposed railway, for aerial mapping and for 
technical and administrative services eonnected with the survey, the United 
States Goverrment agrees, under Paragraph 1, to pay the dollar costs of the 
contracted survey in an amount up to $330,000, 


On its side, the Saudi Arabian Government agrees, under Paragraph 2, 
to meet riyal costs in an anount not to exceed the equivalent of $27,000 
to ocver disbursements for food for contractor's technicians, petroleum 
fuel and lubricants, wages of Saudi Arabian personnel and certain other 
riyal expenses of carrying out the Railway Survey project, on the understand- 
ing that, if necessary, disbursements for such purposes should exceed the 
riyal equivalent of $27,000, such disbursements would not be borne by the 
Saudi Arabian Goverment, Finally, the Saudi Arabian Goverment agrees, 
wnder Paragraph 3, that, in addition to asaiming responsibility for disburse- 
nents within the limit mentioned, it will provide certain services 
housing for the contractor's manager and his family in Jidda and quarters flor 
up to ten contractor personne] at Jidda or Riyadh; canteen and laundry 
privileges at Jidda and Riyadh; aceess to shop facilities for repair of 
contractor's equipment; office space at Jidda; preliminary air reconnaissance; 
access to any existing aerial photographs of proposed route; and police 
protection, With reference to housing for contractor personnel, it should be 


observed 





To summarize, the United States will provide up to $330,000 to cover 
dollar costs, as well as furnishinggcortain additional services, and the 
Sandi Arabian Goverment would make available not to exceed the equivalent of 
$27,000 to cover riyal costs as well as furnishing certain services. 


I believe that the foregoing analysis is in essential agreement with the 


It is a pleasure to take this oceasion to convey to Your Excellency the 
expression of my most cordial regards. 
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TELEGR AM Fore'on darvink of the 
United States of America : 





OUTGOING 
CHARGE: Cantotion Control: WIRGN ‘TORES ¢20 
DATE: September 19) 
TOs Po Me 
RUSHED 


In conference with Jemes and Pinanes Maister latter requested 
an expert in merebent sarine be reeruited seomat to stady 
possibility situetion with view t: reecumenistions for ostablishrent 
of nerehent mrine. (overment now owe or contrels four mal) 
Vesela tut Pinance )inister bas ne conerete plan as tc vat cert 
cf werebant murive Coverment desires, ‘Sinelaty reecrmenda Cart, 
Kenneth Macreger alrea‘y interviewed by Tylor be onsidered if 
ay | 
stil) eveileble, *eocemend that cne pesition of Trarspertstion 
Divisten be weod for this purpose. ) 
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Tidda, Saudi Arable 


September 3, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, John A. Dunaway 
Acting U, 8, Director 
TCA/Saudi Arabia 


PROM: &, F, Sinclair 
Chief, Transportation and Communication Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly Operations Swmary 


Effective Augwt 2, 1953, T was appointed Acting Executive 
Officer and have been engaged in the duties of that position 
during the month, 


However, I did have two discussions concerning the 
installation of Omni-Visual Range facilities, either at the 
Jidda or Dhahran Airport, I have given you a separate memorandum 
concerning this matter, 





August 2, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, John A. Dunaway 
Acting J, 5, Director 


PROM: E, F. Sinclair 
Chief, Transportation and Commmication Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly Program Summary ~ July - 1953 


During the month considerable tine vas spent in 
travel for Moussa Affifi, the translator who is assign 
Internetional Engineering Company in San Francisco, to 
the report on the Railway Survsy of the line between Riyadh 
Jidda. 


Considerable delay has been experienced in getting 
ances for Mr, Affifi from the various countries in which 
resided, Mr. Affifi is a Palestinian and has resided in 
countries in the Middle Bast. However, it now looks as if 
Mr. Affifi will leave Jidda for San Francisco on or about 
August 5, 


The balance of ay time was spent in taking an inventory 
of TCA furnitures, supplies and equipment. 
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Sincerely, 





Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


July 1, 1953 


MEMORANDIM TO: Mr, John A. Dunaway 
Acting 0. 8, Director 


PRM: B, F, Sinclair 
Chief, Transportation and Communication Division 


SUBJECTs Monthly Program Summary - June, 1953 


The International Engineering Company finished staking out 
the fifty mile strip of line from Riyadh on May 32, 1953, in 
connection with the railway survey, which was the fina) action 
to be taken by the Engineering Company in Saudi Arabia, 

The engineers left Jidda on June 6, enroute to their hone 
office in San Francisco to start on the final report covering 
the vhole survey, Mr, Charles E, Buck, Project Manager for the 
Enginsering Company, left Jidda for San Franciseo on June 13, 

Tt is estimated that it will take about two months to complete 
this survey report, 

A balanos in the Riyal account of the International Engineering 
Company, amounting to three thousand six hundred and eichty-eight 
Riyals and sixteen Girsh (3688/16), was turned over to Mr. Sadek 
Husseini Sr transmittal to the Saudi Arablan Government, These 
Riyals were furnished by SAG in accordance with the terms of the 
Agreement covering the Railway Survey, They were to fumish $27,000. 
in Riyals as their contribution to the Survey, Hovever, the International 
Engineering Company used only approximtely $11,400, of the 127,000, 

Nothing further to report, 


yy It, v . 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arable 


June 1, 1953 


TO: Mr. J. A. Dunavay 


Aoting 0, 8. Director 


FROM; E, F. Sinclair 


Chief, Transportation and 
Communication Division 


Monthly Program Summary, May, 1953 
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ie tas as cate GAD, tins ot ells Gah 0 Ulehes 
enroute for the purpose of obtaining information in connection with 
progran develomment for their respective Divisions. 


In our travels across the desert we have been asked by the 
natives at Medina, Anasie, Merrat, etc., just, where the railroad was 
going to be laid out. (m our last trip we noticed at Anazia thet 
considerable work had been done since our previous visit to that 


sary to purchase this 
land from them when actual construction on the railroad was started, 


Technical Cooperation Programs Othor Than Point 4, 


The Thones ¥, Yard Company of England, the contracting firm 
ey ty Reclpegeh teongdhede ye sein adr papers soayabes oe 
way from Jeddah to Medina has ceased operations end a native contractor 
named Ben Ladin has assumed the contract, and is now engaged in 
constructing this highway. Hovever, I understand thet he is going to 
relinquish his claim to the contract and that an Italian contracting 
firm is coming in to complete the project. 


1-Sinelatr 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arable 
February &, 1953 


ME: Field Trip Notes: Air Fields 


Perhaps the question of improving some of the present airfields 
should be given consideration, 
I 


have in mind constructing hard surface permanent runway strips 
Medina and Riyadh, where they now land on sand, Also, improve the 
present alr field at Yanbu, as well es at other points, or possibly 
the question of constructing additional air fields in the country, 


S 
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February 8, 1953 





MEMORANDUM 70: Mir, John A} Dunaway 
keting J. S, Director of Technical 


Cooperation in Sandi Arabia 


FROM: &, I, Sinclair, Chief 
Transportation and Commnications Division 


RE: Notes on Field Trip: Bl xharj-Riyadh Road 


In travelling from El Kharj and Riyadh on my recent trip, there 
is no doubt that the Saudi Arakian Government should give imediate 
consideration to constructing a hard-surface highway between these 
points, 


The present road for the most part is sard, except for a small 
strip of hard pavement going into Uyadh, It is very winding in its 
present course and am certain that a new rosd would cut dow vonsiderable 
mileage between these two points where there is almost a constant flow 
of truck travel, 


At the same time, thought might also be given to improving the 
Mecca-Riyadh and Meeca-Taif highweys,over which passes a cousiderable 
amount of truck traffic, as well as other highways in the comtry. 
In other words, SAG should give considerction to an overall improved 


highway program throughout the country, 


U a Cornmnnealic— 


See Memo, from Betzig to Dmaway re meeting in December with 
Prince A, Faisel and SAG officials on health and education 
program, 


Memo, copies filed in-Conferences with SAG officials 
and = Education 7 


Dr. Stratton opened the meting stating Point 4 principles. 
Discussion began with SAG interior officials noting need for 
assistance in commmiceations, equipment and installation, First 
impression was that TCA would actually provide equipment. Mr. Fryer 
and Dr, Stratton stressed the fact that TCA could not put up money 
for equipment other than limited amounts for demonstvationa] 
purposes, It was stated TCA could provide a commmications engineer 
to aid SAG in its plans. 


Health problems were scarcely touched as there was only one official 
present. }r. Ferguson stressed the fact that TCA was interested 
primarily in preventive medicine and that TCA was here to provide 
technical assistance and not capital investment in large projects. 
He stated he would be interested in hearing any SAG proposals. 
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FILE: 2-30 


TAKEN FROM WASHINGTON POST, WASHINGTON D. ¢, 
(Approximately April, 1952) 


Saudi Arabia Sets Up 
New Radio Stations 

pan tees (ore fas 
completed installation of a pow-|| 


erful new broadcasting system) 
consisting of one standard-wave 


| 
{ 
station and five short-wave trans- 4 
mitters, 
Trans-Arabian 
Rail Link Plan 





Takes New Step | 


DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia, 
April 19 (NYHT) (Delayed) — 
The plan for a trans-Arabian 
railway linking the Red Sea with | 
the Persian Gulf has advanced 
another step toward realization. 

American experts headed by 
J. H. Gildea have completed a 
preliminary survey to determine 
the best route and probable 
costs for a line linking Riyadh, 
the Saudi Arabian capital, with’ 
Jidda, on the Red Sea coast. 

A 350-mile section of line | 
from the Persian Gulf port of 
Dammam to Riyadh was put into 
operation last October. If the | 
financing problem can be ie 
come, it is hoped to begin con- 
struction of the 750-mile Riyadh: | 
Jidda section early next year. 
Additional spurs will be built to! 
connect with the holy cities of 
Mecca and Medina. 

Gildea estimates that a total 
of 1200 miles of new trackage 
will be required for the whole 
operation and that the cost will 
be in the neighborhood of 200 4 
million dollars. The work will 
take about five years. 
| Under consideration is the 
possibility of a loan from the 


uae 


a4 de 








TO: Director of Customs in Jed‘eh, 
on Request Latson Technics) Of Mee 

in his letter No, 2/18 dated 4/27/72. Accept clearing 5 Pover Wagon 
Trucks vaich ‘ir, Suck (The representotive of International tnglneor!ng 
Company) ordered frox treblan Tr ding Company and one Chevrolet Sedan 
which he ordere’ frou Zahid Brothers Company. This is according to the 
Railroad Agreement Section No. 3 Unita, about the ears whieh Mr. Suck 
ig golng to we then in railroad reconnaiosanos and locetion of 

Je! ineRiyndh, and enter the dutics in your sccomt with the Treasury 
Depertnash so thet the Treas:ry con enter this cesvent fo ite preper 


aide, 
Deputy of Pinanee 


Copy to: Pilnance 

Custone 

Accounting Dept. 
Uistou Sestaiea) Offieo 
Piling Depertnent 


TNYPNATIONAL ENGINEERING COMPANY, 
_/ JEDDAH, SAUDI ARABIA 
December 21, 1952 


Mr, Je i. Dunaway= Director 
Technical Cooperation Administration 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 


Dear Sir: 


International Engineering Company has purchased from the Arabian Trading Co, 
the following vehicles to be used on the Railway survey, 


Serial No, Motor No. 
Item 1, Dodge Power Wagon 83931136 31057 
2, Dodge Power Wagon 8393135 30997 


Will you please request the Saudi Arabian Government to issue the necessary 
instructions to clear these two trucks free of custom duty, This in accordance 
with the Agreement between TCA and IEC, 


Yours very truly 
1 é.%. bh, 
yr C.E, Buck \" f 
We 
ec: E, F, Sinclair } ) A 


TQparcows evarwsserwa company 
JEDDANL, SAUDE ARABIA 


Deceaber 21, 1952 
‘ 
Mr, J, A, Dunaway~ Director 
Technical Cooperation Administration 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
Dear Sir: 


International Engineering Company has purchased from the Arabian Trading Co, 
the following vehicles to be used on the Railway survey, 


Serial Wo, Motor We, 
Item 1, Dodge Power Wagon 83931436 31087 
2. Dodge Power Wagon  83931)35 30997 


Will you please request the Saudi Arabian Governnent to issue the necessary 
instructions to clear these two trucks free of custom duty, This in accordance 
with the Agreement between ICA and ID, 


ect B, F, Sinclair ~~ 


Fed | Fe 
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UNITED STATES OF AMBRTCA 
COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Sewlt Arabia 


Direotor, Liaison Cf: 
Technical. pee sy Aveblan Goverment 


FROM: John A. Dmaway 
\eting \, 9%. Myreeter of Technical 
Cooperation in Saudi Arable 


Mis Air Craft and Grews for Aerial Reconnaissance 
T am attaching hereto two coples of letter dated December 21, 
1952, fron Mr. 0, %, Puck of the Intarnational Mngineartng Conpany, 
relative to furniaiine air eral, aid creve Sor serial recenaissancs 


Pequirad on the rallway survey, 


Wil), you kindly handle this matter for us fn your usual prenpt 
manner and advise us of action taken, 


yi 








Mr, J, 4, Dunawaye Director 
Fachnical Cooperation Administration 
Jeddah, Saudi Arable 


Dear Sir: 


Tnder the contract between Technical Cooperation Acninistustion and 
International Engineering Compauy provision is made for vhe Saudi Yov- 
erment to furnish Air Craft snd crews for aerial reconnaince required 
on the railway survey. This is to advise you that on or about January 
th, International Ingineering Company will be ready to start the aerial 
reconnaince, Will you tharefore request the Yaudd Sovernuent to make 

a plane available to us at that times 


c-6 fbuth 


Calg Buck 


cc! B, F, Sinclair 


TT 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

TRCHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arable 
Deceuber 23, 1952 


MEMORANDUM 10: Sadek Loy fusseini 
Director, Liaison Office 
Techical Cooperation-Saudi Arabian Government, 


FROM: John A. Dunaway 
Acting U.5, Director for Technical 
Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


RB: Proposed trip to Riyadh by Mr. Suck 
I an attaching hereto two copies of letter dated December 21, 


1952, fron Mr, CL. Buck of the International Engineering Company, 
relative to his proposed trip to Myndh on Monday, December 29» 


Will you kindly handle this natter for us in your usual 
prompt manner and advise us of action taken, 





atuhlten 





Mr, Je A. Dunaway - Director 
Technical Cooperation Administration 
Jogdah, Sendi Arable 


Dear Sir: 


It is my present plan to go to Riyadh on Monday, December 29, The purpose 
of the trip 1s to discuss with His Excellency, Shaikh Abiullsh Sulaiman, 
the proposed railway survey, 


Tt 1s suggested that the Finance Minister request Mr, Jim Gildea, Manager of 
SAG railroad, to be present at the same time, 


Will you please request Mr, Sadek Husseind to notify His Excellency, Shadkh 
Sulaiman Hamad, of this proposed trip so that arrangements may be made in 


Riyadh, 
Yours very truly, 


/stt/ C, 8. Buak 


co; Mr, B.F, Sinclair 
Mr, Sadek Hussein 


